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The University of Montana has received a $36,000 grant from the Federal 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare to conduct a six-weeks institute on 
Recent Interpretations of American History next summer, according to Dr. Melvin 
Wren, chairman of the history department.
Dr. Wren said the director and assistant director of the Institute would be 
Dr. Benjamin J. Rader and Dr. William B. Evans, respectively. Both are assistant 
professors in the UM history department.
Visiting staff members for the institute will include Lawrence Lowther of 
Central Washington College, John Hope Franklin of the University of Chicago and 
Robert E. Burke, chairman of the history department at the University of Washington.
Dr. Evans said the institute, which would handle 25 high school teachers of 
social studies and American history, would primarily be a survey of recent litera­
ture in American historiography since the Civil War.
It will be directed toward new discoveries, researches, and interpretations 
of such key areas as the role of the Negro in Reconstruction, the Progressive era 
and United States foreign policy before and since the Second World War.
Mr. Franklin has the distinction of being the only Negro chairman of a depart­
ment in a major American college. He was the Harmsworth professor of American 
history at Oxford in 1962-63. He was chairman of the history department at Brooklyn 
College before going to the University of Chicago.
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